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a': Dlanning agencies. This plan will give first
-'ioriif to thpudiBEreational needs of the g.eleral
: - r, i c. sucn i t'.';a'6uT g"Ef,ilflFi'St61hlh.d,*Fi$qmrfs Admini
::^icking and camping will be included in the
:-a.,r i ng, Access to I and and water areas by ad-
--,iing landowners may be permitted where such
a::ess is not inconsistent with planned or present
-ses of the area, Boats, boat docks and serv ices,
-:siau rants, overn ight and vacat ion accommodat i ons
a-: similar services essential for publ ic use of
:-e area, wh ich are not suppl ied by Government a-
gerc i es, may be obta i ned th rough concess i on I eases
ic private individuals or organizations" State,
I oca 1 , and qove rnment aqenc i es wi I I be encou raqed
to develop and manage publ ic parks and recreational
s ites in the reservoi r area. When the recreational
ola'r is complete, the Corps of Engineers will hold
a publ ic hearing to inform and advise al I inter-
est--d parties of the proposed plan and afford them
aa o0oortun ity to suggest changes or improvements"

LOCAL IMPACT
The multitude of operations required for con-

struction of the Libby Dam project wil I be per-
forreo by pr ivate construct ion contractors and by
Coros of Eng ineers personnel. Duri ng the pre-con-
stri.;ction period, it is anticipated that the influx
or outside personnel will have little effect upon
the I oca I commun i t i es. Howeve r, once const ruct i on
beg ins, Govvrnment and contractor personnel wi I I

material ly increase the population of Libby and
otner I ocal commun i t i es of the area" When const ruc-
tion olanning has been firmly developed, represen-
tat ives of the Corps of Eng ineers wi I I meet with in-
terested parties in these communities to provide
i nformat i on on the magn i tude of ant i c i pated con-
st ruct i on forces"
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FOR THE PUBLIC
0ur rapidly-expanding population, with more

leisure time, more purchasing power, more mobil ity,
cont inues to seek more opportun it ies to enjoy the
outdoors. The demand for outdoor recreation con-
sequently has become greater each year, From 54
mill ion-person visits in 1954, attendance at Corps
of Engineers projects increased in ten years to
143 mill lon. The publ icrs desire is a strong trend
to the use of water areas, incl ud ing lakes or reser-
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voirs formed behind power and flood-control dams'
Full consideration is given to public outdoor

recreation as a purpose in the planning of water-
resou rce-devel opment proj ects by the Armyt s Corps
of Engineers, Along with flood control, power,
and other benefits, recreation is a major item in
the Libby Dam and Reservoi r Project. l,,le shal I be
cooperating with other Federal, State, and local
agencies in planning the development of Libby Res-
ervoi r for extens ive recreat ion use.

\ /'N+
tT\

____c_a
UNITE
,^

2

Af
,\,-,\

ire{YI BONNEVILLE

A D)ttEs

REACH

ROCK ISLAND

))(,
)(

J
f/il
\" \

tE_ )
\ \,, .(

-\tsELLS



_B"f,re duecd a fiE NEIi6iii .Archives and Records Adn .ursfadon _ pacific Alas.i< a Region (Seanle)

WATER
SKIING

SWIMMING

PICNICKING

BOATING
FISHING

CAMPINfu



ReproCuced at

WHY TH IS DAM ?
Flood waters have no respect for houses or

highways, farmlands or factories, State or Nation-
al borders. The Kootenai has a record of causing
mil I ions of dol lars of damages by its many over-
fl ows through the yearsr in Montana, ldaho and

British Columbia. The Kootenai is a main tribu-
tary of the Columbia, therefore any unrestrained
hiqh flows coming down from Canada and going on

into the Columbia have added to the flood problems

Libby Reservoir
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along that rlverrs main stem between Wash i ng-
ton and 0reqon.

Libby Dam will turn this loss into benefits
through flood control, power production, recreation
and other uses. By conse rvat i on and regu I at i on '
Libby Dam will provide water which will augment
low-season river flow in the Columbia and r€s€r-
voirs behind its large dams' This will contribute
to navigation, irrigation, additional generation at
downstream power plants, and other benefits.
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BULL RIVER D.S. Libby Dam and Reservoir, a multiple-purpose
project planned on the Kootenai River in north-
western Montana, is a key element of the cornpre-
hens ive pl an for devel opment of the Col umb i a

River Basin in the interest of flood control'
power generation, recreatisn and related water
u ses.

The dam will rise about 420 feet above bed-
rock, be 3055 feet long at the crest, and wi lI
include a hydropower plant with an iniiial in-
stal lat ion of three 105,000-ki lowatt generators and

provisions for future additional units' The res-
ervoir, with gross storage capacity of 5t850'000
acre-feet, will be 90 mi les long' backins
water 42 miles into Canada, approximately 5 miles
upstream from Wardner, British Columbia' The nor-
mal full-pool elevation at the dam will be 2459

feet above mean sea level and the minimum eleva-
tion will be 2287 feel"

l,lithin the United States, construction of
the dam will require relocation of about 60 miles
of Great Northern Railwayrs main trans-continen-
tal I ine, 52 miles of Montana State Highway 37'
50 miles of Forest Service roads, and
relocation or adjustment of other facil ities and

util ities and services affected by the reservoir"
ln Canada, a few communities, 6eads, and sections
of a branch-l ine rai I road wi I I be affected by the
reservo i r"

RESERVOIR PLAN
Scole in mileg#
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LIBBY DAM
LIBBY The total cost of the project will be about

$3+3,000,000, based on I 964 Pr ices'

The project wi I I provide 4,965'000 acre-feet
of usable storage for downstream flood Drotect ion
and power generation' lt wi I I afford almost com-
plete flood protection for communities downstream
from the dam, such as Troy, Montana' and Bonners

Ferry, ldaho, and for about 34,000 acres of fer-
tile valley in the Kootenai Flats in ldaho' as

well as land in the Creston Flats area of British
Columbia. This storaqe in conjunction with
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for development of the 0olumbia River, will I also
be a major element in control I ing floods to safe
I imits on the lower Columbia River below Bonne-
ville Dam" Under initial conditions the project
wi I I regulate the stream flow to result in pro-
cuction of about +70,000 k i lowatts of prime power
at the dam and at existing and future installa-
tions on the Kootenai and Columbia Rivers in the
United States" This flow regulation will also
increase the power production of existing and
future plants on the Kootenay River in Canada be-
tween Nelson and Castleqar, B. C.

AUTHORIZATION
The Li bby Dam and Reservo i r project was

authorized by the 8 lst Congress in 1950" Pre-
I iminary planning started in 1952 and was sub-
stantially terminated in 195+" Planning was re-
activated in April l96l after ratification by
the Congress of the United States of the treaty
with Canada relating to international coopera-
t i on i n wate r- resou rce deve I opment of t he Co-
lumbia River Basin, The treaty was consummated
September 16, 1964, beside the Peace Arch at Blaine,
lllashington, with a formal exchange of instruments of
not i f i cat i on by the two Governments.

The treaty prov ides that the Un i ted States may

commence construction of the Libby project within
five years from the treatyts effect ive date, and
that operation of the Libby storage shal I commence
within seven years after beginning of the projectrs
construction"

SCHEDULE
The date of beg i nn i ng p roj ect const ruct i on i s

dependent upon appropriat ion of construction funds
by the U" S. Congress. The Corps of Engineers wi I I

be prepared for a construction start in 1966. The
first work would be on relocations of the Great

begin in 1966, The harvesting of merchantable tim-
ber within {he reservoi r would begin in 1966 and
extend over about a three-year period.

RELOCATIONS
Publicly-owned roads and utility systems,

as wel I as privately-owned rai I roads and ut i I ity
systems affected by L i bby Dam construct i on w i I I

be provided for in relocation agreements between
the Federal Government and the respective owners"
The ownerst interests will be fully recognized
and they wi I I be equ itably compensated as re-
qu i red by ex i st i ng I aw, I n the case of roads,
rai I roads, power and tel ephone I i nes there wi I I

be close coordination between the owners and the
Federal Government to serve the publ ic interest
by providing a replacement facility as nearly
equivalent to the existinq facility as will be
feasible, Discussions on relocation requirements
have been initiated with the Great Northern Rai l-
way Company, the Montana State Highway Commission,
the U. S. Forest Service and the publ ic and pri-
vate util ities. Relocation will be accompl ished
with a minimum of inconvenience to residents of
the area.

Cemeteries and graves within the reservoir
area wi I I be relocated if surv iving relat ives or
responsible groups or individuals desire that
they be relocated. The selection of new sites,
d i s i nterment and re i nterment of rema i ns, and
transferring of monuments wi I I be accompl ished
in close coordination with relatives, responsible
local individuals or ministerial groups or other
recogn i zed organ i zat i ons,

The Government wi I I acqu i re propert ies w ith i n
the reservoir in accordance with the qeneral pro-
cedure described in the paragraph fol lowing on land
acquisition. ln addition to payment for lands and
improvements, owners wi I I be compensated for moviiig
or resettlement costs to the ful I extent permitted
by I aw.

)5

;h
n



LAND ACQ

-- -, !F'
%,5 '&r.*i'd4#,*$q>.-.:-b:d"

u lS lTlO N

Periohery lands al5s will be acc-i-:
edmftrwrhhofi ,r+*.1 gl Hw'fi#6p9ru"6' . : : 

o 

-.' -
and rec reat I on aI

itt. p.oj..t' An effort wit l be made --' :

priuateiy-owned land along normal sr3r''
I ines to avoid leavinq useless isolate: :

Dependent on date of appropriatic^ c'::-s"'JC-
tionfundsbytheCongress'actualpur'-as?ofpri-
vately-owned lands re-quired for the pro'=-'r could

begin in 1965 and should be completed rriirin three

;;;rr. Correspondingly' floodinq of reservoir

iunds could begin in 1972'

Pr ivate property w i I 1 be acqu i red on1 y upon

payment of just "o*pen'ution' 
lt is the pol icy of

the Corps of Eng i nee rs to acqu i re I ands and ease-

ments by purchases negotiated directlv with the

landowners" Conat*nuiion proceed ing wi I I be used

onl y as a I ast resort" 0wners may use the i r own

appraisers' attorneyst real estate men' or others

to aOvise them during neqotiations'

Prel iminary estimates indicate that approx-

imately 1,000 separate tracts of land will be in-

vol ved i n the dam s i te' reservo i r and necessary

road and rai l road retocations' the majority of

which will lie in the reservoir area'

The Corps of Engineers desires that people in

the vicinity of Liboy Dam' particularlv those

whose lands will ie required for the project' have

ful I information about the project and land-ac-
qu isition program' To that end' it is planned to

issue an information-pamphlet and hold publ ic meet-

ings on the land-acquisition program in 1965'

RECREATIONAL PLAN
A recreational plan for the reservoi r area

will be developed in collaboration with U' S'

Forest Service, National Park Service' u' S' Fish

and Wildl ife Service, other Feder3l aqencies' ap-

propriate State agenciest local government' civic

Approximately $3'000 acres of.tu:O *i ll be re-

Quired for alr rtutuil'-ot tttt project' such as dam

site and construction utuut' lands for the reservotr'

lands for relocations of util ities' roads and high-

ways and the Great Northern Railway" 0f this area'

about 13,000 acres "tt-i"Otral ly owned' the remainder

;;;;; n' s,utt, Countv and pr i vate ownersh i p'

Corps of Engineers personnel have obtained and

will renew tempo";;"''nitt rrom landowners in the

project area lorcutut" and sub-surface explora-

tions" Generally,-no tonty ls paid for these tem-

porary rights; however' any damages caused by the

Government ttt*' *'l I be compensated at the termtna-

t i on of the temPorarY r i qhts"

Under normal conditions' the reservoir area

will be acouired Ut""'ttioht lurchase 
to the full-

pool elevation ot-i'+Sg fttt ubout'::un ttu level'

plus a lateral distance of approximately 300 feet

to p rov i de fo r uOut "u effects of satu rat i on ' wave

action and bank erosion"
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beg ins, Govvrnment and contractor personnel wi I I

material ly increase the population of Libby and
otner I ocal commun i t i es of the area" When const ruc-
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