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SINCE THE Trust�s First Nations Housing 
Sustainability Initiative launched in 2017, First 
Nations communities in the Basin have made 
huge advances when it comes to creating and 
upgrading homes to provide affordable rental 
housing units that are welcoming, safe and 
energy-ef�cient for tenants. This includes  
signi�cant progress in the communities of:
� aqam
� akisqnuk First Nation
� yaqan nukiy (Lower Kootenay Band)
� �Yaqit a•knuq i�it  

(Tobacco Plains Indian Band)
� Shuswap Band

First Nations in the Basin 
upgrade and add a�ordable 
rental housing

A focus on 
well-kept,  
energy-ef�cient 
homes

With Trust support, each community started by as-
sessing its existing units, and then planning how to 
proceed with energy retro�ts and health and safety 
repairs. Improvements have meant activities like 
adding roof insulation, updating ventilation systems 
and installing LED lighting. The communities have 
also constructed many new units, creating more 
space for members to call home. In addition, many of 
the newer homes have gained solar panels to reduce 
utility costs and help maintain affordability. 

Through such work, there are more affordable 
rental housing options overall, energy costs de-
crease and the quality of existing units  
rises�along with their lifespan. Best of all, tenants 
enjoy much more comfortable places to live. 

SINCE 
2017:

213
units being improved

102
units built or  
being built

70
solar arrays  
being installed

$10.46 million
 in Trust grants

$33.79 million 
in grants a�racted  
from other funders

affordable housing

Yaq�it a•knuq i’it

 Installing insulation in aq�am.



�Repairing older homes is one step in 
ensuring that akisq,nuk First Nation 
members can access adequate, suitable 
and a�ordable housing. Given the age of 
homes and deferred maintenance, how-
ever, there is still much to be done. You 
sometimes need to step back and re�ect 
on what has been accomplished: many 
homes are now safer and warmer. That is 
a good start.�

– �Dale Shudra, Housing Manager,  
akisq

,
nuk First Nation

�The a�ordable housing repairs and upgrades in 
the community may on the most part not be visibly 
seen, but actually physically felt. This project  
a�ects all members, and has made a huge impact 
on daily living for community members. As one 
Lower Kootenay Band member described their 
feeling on the renovations, �My house now feels like 
a home.� I think that says it all!�

– �Debbie Edge-Partington,  
Housing Coordinator, yaqan nukiy

�A�ordable housing is not just about ensuring a roof over people�s heads, 
it is about ensuring everyone has a place they can feel safe, secure and 
at home. The much-needed repairs and upgrades to a�ordable housing 
units in our community mean residents can better enjoy the security that 
a�ordable housing o�ers. Yaq,it a•knuq i�it First Nation and our entire 
community appreciate the support from Columbia Basin Trust to pursue 
this important work.� 

� �Nasu kin Heidi Gravelle,  
Yaq

,
it a•knuq i�it

�I am most proud of the community members that 
participated in the health and safety, structural 
and energy-e�iciency inspections; these will allow 
the housing department to apply for the fund-
ing necessary to bring the homes back to good 
standards. Also, a grant from the Trust allowed 
Shuswap Band to install solar panels on 13 units; 
tenants are seeing a substantial decrease in their 
electricity bills.�

– �Dolores Nicholas,  
Social Development/Housing/ 
Cultural Manager, Shuswap Band
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Breaking ground in akisq�nuk.

Shuswap Band

yaqan nukiy





BRIDGE CREEK
REVELSTOKE

THE FARMHOUSE
INVERMERE

CHIEF AGNES MCCOY 
CENTRE
CRANBROOK
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A place 
to lay their    
heads
STUDENTS AND THE REGION bene�t as more student housing gets built.
Some Selkirk College students will be able to add the fresh smell of 
paint and polished �oors to the back-to-school aromas of fall leaves 
and crisp textbook pages. 

New student housing is currently being installed at the college: 112 
beds at its Castlegar Campus and 35 at its Nelson Silver King Campus. 
These modular units�added with support from the Trust�bump up 
the college�s student housing options by 71 per cent. They should be 
fully ready to greet residents in September 2024.

For about a year, construction crews have been buzzing on site, 
including some college alumni now working in their trades�altogether 
creating an estimated 111 direct jobs and 59 indirect positions.

Where these units really make a difference, though, is with students. 
Golden�s Emma Russell lived in Castlegar student housing while she 
studied rural pre-medicine, and knows the new units will be greatly 
appreciated. 

�As a young student attending post-secondary for the �rst time from 
a rural community, having specialized housing on-campus eased my 
nerves during a very stressful time,� she says. �Living on campus was 
essential for my ability to attend classes and labs, giving me the housing 
security I needed to focus on my studies. Adding more housing at  
Selkirk College will be bene�cial for future students who will arrive 
to �nd others in the exact same situation, providing a community and 
support system unlike anything else.�

In addition, knowing that comfortable, affordable and safe space is 
available opens up the Basin as an option when people are considering 
their futures. In the long term, these students may become part of the 
workforce for local businesses. It also frees up rental housing in the 
greater community, as fewer students grab places to live elsewhere  
in town. 

Well-being will be further strengthened by the fact that the buildings 
will be inclusive. The aim is to make all students feel welcome, through 
assets like accessible units, family units and a spiritual space that  
incorporates Indigenous philosophies. In addition, the buildings will  
be highly energy ef�cient, including aspects like solar panels.

It�s for these broad positive effects to individuals, communities, the 
economy and the environment that the Trust supports projects like 
these: ones that boost the region�s stock of affordable rental housing, 
plus ones that help make the region�s post-secondary institutions an 
attractive choice for residents.

Selkirk College�s new modular units may be stacked together  
like Lego�but it�s clear that their impacts will be anything but  
child�s play. 
ourtrust.org/housing

STUDENT HOUSING
SELKIRK COLLEGE

KNOWING THAT COMFORTABLE, 
AFFORDABLE AND SAFE SPACE 
IS AVAILABLE OPENS UP THE  
BASIN AS AN OPTION WHEN 
PEOPLE ARE CONSIDERING 
THEIR FUTURES. 
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Construction at the Castlegar campus.
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